65% of Americans oppose data centers
in their local area

We asked 3,200 Americans how they would feel about a data center built
In their local community. More than 3 in 5 Americans oppose a data center
being built in their local area, and less than 1 in 5 support a local data
center.

Strongly Somewhat No opinion Somewhat Strongly
oppose oppose favor favor

21% 16% 14%
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Across party lines, most people oppose
local data center builds.

Democrats lead the opposition; Republicans report slightly weaker
opposition. But across party lines, a majority of respondents oppose a
data center coming to their community.

Strongly Somewhat No opinion Somewhat Strongly
oppose oppose favor favor

Democrats _ 20% 13% 11%'
Independents _ 22%  17% 13%'

Republicans 23% 17% 21%.
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Opposition unites across generations.

Opposition is intense among young adults. But across generations,
opposition to data centers is something that most people agree on.

Strongly Somewhat No opinion Somewhat Strongly
oppose oppose favor favor

18-29 18% 16% 7%

19% 18% 14%

30-49

50-64

23% 12% 17%
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Data centers aren’t a one-button issue.

We asked people to rate the extent to which certain factors influenced

their decision. The wide majority considered 5 or more factors when
deciding how they feel about data centers - and that’s true for
supporters and opposers.
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Opposers and supporters are focused on
different factors.

We asked an open-ended question about why people feel the way they do
about data centers. Supporters converge on economic and civic themes:
jobs, community, the future. Opposers converge on environmental ones.

most common support words most common opposition words

jobs water
community resources

future environment

Opposition yields uniquely bipartisan
agreement.

For decades, Democrats and Republicans have disagreed on
environmental policy. Opposition to data centers has them speaking
the same language.

Most common opposition words and their rate of
use across political parties

water

jobs resources

Democrats noise
] Republicans

power

pollution environment
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Support might be buyable - but some
won’t budge at any price point.

We asked how much it would cost to buy support - in $ - from those that

either have no opinion about or oppose data centers being built in their

local area. Of those people, most would accept a few thousand dollars.
Some wouldn’t accept any amount.

The median payment

acceptable to buy
support for a local data
center, amongst non-

supporters.

The amount of non-
0 supporters that would
0 only accept payments

above $1 million.
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2,642 respondents did not support a local data center. Visual excludes those that reported payments above $1 million

and those that reported nothing could buy their support.

NATIONAL SECURITY

UNIVERSITY A
I\IRGINIA. DATA AND POLICY

INSTITUTE



Public support is costly.

The median non-supporter wants $10,000 to change their mind.
A tax rebate paid out to every resident of a median-sized county
would cost a total of $240 million.

S1K or less-

S$10K or less-
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The wealthier the opposition, the more
their support costs.

The median acceptable payment for a non-supporter to change
their mind is $10,000. But that increases as income increases:
the median amongst those that make between $75K and $150K

is $25,000; the median for the upper-class is $50,000.
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	65% of Americans oppose data centers in their local area
	We asked 3,200 Americans how they would feel about a data center built in their local community. More than 3 in 5 Americans oppose a data center being built in their local area, and less than 1 in 5 support a local data center.

	45%
	21%
	16%
	14%
	Across party lines, most people oppose local data center builds.
	Democrats lead the opposition; Republicans report slightly weaker opposition. But across party lines, a majority of respondents oppose a data center coming to their community.
	Democrats
	53%
	20%
	13%
	11%

	Independents
	44%
	22%
	17%
	13%

	Republicans
	34%
	23%
	17%
	21%


	Opposition unites across generations.
	Opposition is intense among young adults. But across generations, opposition to data centers is something that most people agree on.

	18-29
	57%
	18%
	16%
	7%

	30-49
	46%
	19%
	18%
	14%

	50-64
	43%
	23%
	17%
	14%

	65+
	43%
	23%
	12%
	17%

	Data centers aren’t a one-button issue.
	We asked people to rate the extent to which certain factors influenced their decision. The wide majority considered 5 or more factors when deciding how they feel about data centers - and that’s true for supporters and opposers.
	SUPPORTERS
	OPPOSERS
	≤1
	Percent that considered __ # of factors in opinion

	Opposers and supporters are focused on different factors.
	We asked an open-ended question about why people feel the way they do about data centers. Supporters converge on economic and civic themes: jobs, community, the future. Opposers converge on environmental ones.


	jobs
	community
	future
	water
	resources
	environment
	Opposition yields uniquely bipartisan agreement.
	For decades, Democrats and Republicans have disagreed on environmental policy. Opposition to data centers has them speaking the same language.
	Most common opposition words and their rate of use across political parties
	Democrats
	Republicans

	Support might be buyable -- but some won’t budge at any price point.
	We asked how much it would cost to buy support - in $ - from those that either have no opinion about or oppose data centers being built in their local area. Of those people, most would accept a few thousand dollars. Some wouldn’t accept any amount.



	$10K
	The median payment acceptable to buy support for a local data center, amongst non-supporters.
	22%
	The amount of non-supporters that would only accept payments above $1 million.
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	Public support is costly.
	The median non-supporter wants $10,000 to change their mind. A tax rebate paid out to every resident of a median-sized county would cost a total of $240 million.

	The wealthier the opposition, the more their support costs.
	The median acceptable payment for a non-supporter to change their mind is $10,000. But that increases as income increases: the median amongst those that make between $75K and $150K is $25,000; the median for the upper-class is $50,000.
	Acceptable payment to buy support for a local data center
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