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NSDPI ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2026 
March 18 – 20, 2026 

Data, Technology, and Competition 
 
Strategic advantage in the twenty-first century depends as much on mastery of data, algorithms, 
and supply chains as on conventional military capabilities. The 2026 NSDPI Annual Conference will 
convene leading scholars, policymakers, industry partners, and students to examine how data and 
emerging technologies are reshaping global competition and U.S. national power. Over two days of 
discussion, participants will explore how the United States can harness scientific innovation to 
sustain its advantages and navigate intensifying strategic competition in an increasingly contested 
international environment. 
 

 

Schedule of Events 

Wednesday, March 18 
 
Welcome Reception  
5:30pm – 8:30pm – Drinks and hors d’oeuvres 
6:00pm – Welcome Remarks 
Welcome Reception Boar’s Head (Hearth Room)  
 
 

Thursday, March 19 
 
Registration/Breakfast  
8:00-9:00am: Ballroom  
 
Morning Keynote: Strategic Advantage in the 21st Century 
9:00-10:00am: Pavilions I/II/III  
Keynote Speaker: Gen (ret) Robert Neller, 37th Commandant of the Marine Corps from 2015 to 2019 
 
10:00-10:15am: Break 
 
 
 



  2 
 

Session 1: Resilient Supply Chains and the Defense Industrial Base 
10:15-11:30am: Pavilions I/II/III 
 
National power rests on secure, resilient access to the materials and technologies that underpin 
innovation, from rare earth minerals to advanced microelectronics. This session brings together 
experts in economics, security, and global trade to explore the vulnerabilities and opportunities in 
U.S. and allied supply chains. Panelists will consider how geopolitical shocks, industrial policy, and 
international partnerships shape access to critical resources, and what strategies can mitigate risks 
of dependence on adversarial suppliers. 

 
Moderator: Margaret Foster, NSDPI Senior Research Scientist, Data Science  
Panelists: 

• LtGen (Ret) Brian Cavanaugh, Chief Executive Officer at VigilanteX 
• David Thompson, VP, Public Sector Customer Success, Altana  
• Nat Puffer, Partner, IQT  

 

 
Student Poster Session 
11:30am – 12:00pm: Pavillion Pre-function (hallway) 
 
Lunch  
12:00 – 1:00pm: Ballroom  
 
Session 2: AI and Intelligence 
1:15 – 2:45PM: Pavilions I/II/III 
 
The U.S. Intelligence Community (IC) is rapidly integrating AI into analytic workflows that inform 
high-stakes national security decisions. These technologies promise speed and scale, but also 
raise fundamental questions about judgment, accountability, and trust in intelligence. This panel 
brings together former senior intelligence leaders, policy officials, and private sector innovators to 
examine where AI strengthens analytic rigor, where it introduces new risks, and how intelligence 
leaders should adapt analytic tradecraft to create decision advantage without sacrificing accuracy, 
objectivity, and analytic integrity. 
  

Moderator: Brian Lessenberry, Senior Fellow, UVA National Security Data and Policy 
Institute 
Panelists: 

• Bruce Frost, VP of Intelligence, Rhombus Power  
• Rebecca Hersman, Senior Research Scholar, Center for the Governance of AI 
• Amy McAuliffe, Distinguished Visiting Professor of the Practice, University of Notre 

Dame  
• Wayne McCool, Former IC Senior Executive  

 
 
2:45-3:00pm: Break 
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Session 3: U.S.–PRC Competition in Data and Emerging Technology  
3:00 – 4:30pm: Pavilions I/II/III 
(Foreign Policy Magazine Live Recording)  
 
The defining rivalry of the 21st century lies in how the United States and China wield data and 
technology for power. This session situates supply chains and scientific competition within the 
broader contest over governance models, standards, and global influence. Panelists will analyze 
how the PRC’s centralized, AI-driven strategy creates both opportunities and vulnerabilities, and 
how the United States can leverage its decentralized ecosystem to build resilience and advantage. 
The conversation will probe not only military and economic implications, but also the wider stakes 
for international order and democratic governance. 

 
Moderator: Jennifer Strong – Podcast Host / Audio Journalist, Foreign Policy 
Panelists: 

• Lukas Filler, National Security PRC Strategist, UVA National Security Data and Policy 
Institute 

• Phil Potter, Executive Director, UVA National Security Data and Policy Institute 
• Neil Wiley, Former Chairman, National Intelligence Council  

 
 
 

4:30pm Dismissal 
 

Friday, March 20 
 

Breakfast  
8:00-9:00am: Ballroom 
 
Morning Keynote: Intelligence for Homeland Defense 
9:00 – 10:00am: Ballroom 
Keynote Speaker: VADM USN (Ret) Robert D. Sharp 
 
10:00-10:15am: Break 
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Morning Sessions A and B 
10:15 – 11:30am 

 
Session A: Space and the Future of Military Effectiveness 
Pavilion I 
 

Space has rapidly transformed from a largely uncontested frontier into a central arena of 
geopolitical competition, technological innovation, and national defense. Modern militaries 
increasingly rely on satellites and space-enabled systems for communications, navigation, 
intelligence, missile warning, and global command-and-control. As a result, the security 
and stability of the space domain have become foundational to overall military 
effectiveness. 
 
Moderator: Hon. George Foresman, Executive Director, UVA Batten National Security Policy 
Center 
Panelists:  
• Melissa Dalton, 28th Under Secretary of the Air Force; Board Member; Defense and 

Security Strategist 
• Chirag Parikh, Founder and President, Indutara Space LLC 
• Jack Wilmer, CEO Sixgen 
 

 
Session B: Data and the Future of Decision Advantage 
Pavilion II 

 
The ability to detect, interpret, and act on complex information faster than adversaries is the 
cornerstone of modern national security. This panel explores how advances in artificial 
intelligence, probabilistic modeling, and large-scale data systems can be harnessed to 
deliver true decision advantage for policymakers and operators. Panelists will consider both 
the technical breakthroughs—such as anomaly detection, knowledge graph synthesis, and 
explainable AI—and the institutional and cultural changes required to integrate these tools 
into government practice. The discussion will highlight the promise of AI-enabled insight 
while grappling with the persistent challenges of scale, trust, and adversarial manipulation. 

 
Moderator: Peter Beling, Professor of Data Science, UVA School of Data Science 
Panelists: 
• Hon. Marcus Anderson, Former Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security, 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
• Tom Baker, Deputy Chief AI Officer, Defense Intelligence Agency 
• Sandra Joyce, VP Google Threat Intelligence  
• Elizabeth K. Mitchell, Chief, National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) 

Charlottesville 
 
 

11:30am Dismissal 
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